
 

                          
 
 
 
 
August 27, 2025 
 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA)  
Christopher Durand, Chief Executive Officer  
705 Elmwood Ave. 
Providence, RI 02907 
 
Re: Preserve RIPTA — Protect Health Access 
 
Dear Mr. Durand and Members of the RIPTA Board:  
 
We are deeply concerned about the expected adverse health effects of the proposed 
service reductions and fare increases at the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA). 
For many Rhode Islanders, public transit is a health lifeline—it enables timely primary and 
specialty care, medication pickups, behavioral health visits, and therapy. Reducing service 
or raising fares will result in more missed appointments, delayed treatment, and a 
worsening of chronic conditions. 
  
Cuts to RIPTA will not reduce costs—they will shift them. Missed outpatient care ultimately 
shows up as higher-cost emergency visits and avoidable hospitalizations, further straining 
a health system already under pressure. 
  
These impacts will fall most heavily on seniors, people with disabilities, low-wage workers, 
students, and others without reliable transportation alternatives. While we appreciate 
recent efforts to lessen the scale of reductions, the proposal as it stands would still limit 
access to essential care. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
Stacy Paterno, Executive Vice President, Rhode Island Medical Society 
Dr. Christopher Klaus, President, Rhode Island Academy of Family Physicians 
Elena Nicolella, President & CEO, Rhode Island Health Center Association  
 
CC: Governor Dan McKee; Speaker Joseph K. Shekarchi; President Valarie Lawson; 
Secretary Richard Charest                 


